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‘mvins tna 1ast fev ysars, Bulgsria hae undertaken
the construction of vessels first for ccagtel traffic and then for maritime
transport. For this purpose the former "Korslovag" repair #hope [il)ipytrdﬂ,
at Stelin which are no¥ called th¥ “Georgi Dimitrov" Shipyards under the "Korbso"
(Bulgarisn-Soviet Bhipbuilding Ores: den snlerged and aquipped
wvith new mnmﬁ'i&’- equipwint |

The shivyarda first undertook to £ind+h 12 tankers and coacrete barges of
spell tonnage vhich were begun in 1941 and which were nostly exported tn s .

USSR 4n 185%. Two of s, of 3,000 tons each, were equipped with ‘
engines and machinery 50X1 HU

Apparently; however, Bulgarian concrete does not lend itself sufficiently
to this use or, vather, Bulgarisn enginsers leek 8 very important chsmical
product which mokes concrete water-resistant.
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Bulgarian shipyards turned also to construction of other vessels and
in May 1951 lsunched the "Blagoy Kasabov," the first o? these. Ir Jewuary
1952, the "Dimitur Xozdov," the second of thess vessels, wvis launched.
Fach vesssl veigued 800 tons and wes equipped with English enginci and
¢quipwent. The "Shipks,” a 5,200-ton vessel vhich wvas repsired in July
1952, is the only vessel remaining from the prewar fleet.
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After the two B0O-ton vessels were completed, the shipyards of “Korbeo”
began construction of a 2,000-ton vessel, but later atandenad the work,
probabily becsuse the shipysards did not have sufficlent equipment. Ths
shipyerds in Stalin currently employ 3,500 vorkers and use nodern Britisk,
Swedish, snd Italisn méchinery. The Soo-ks.lom pover hmr formerly
nsed has recently been replsced by one weighing 20 tons. The dry dock
can only accismodste vessels up to 3,000 tonk

The most lmportant work at present st the "Ceorgi Diwitrov"” Ship-
yards 1s the construgtion of tenk-landing crafi and personnel-lsnding
craft weightng 500 tons each. This work is ecrrriod on in great aecrecy.
Whsn the vessals are completed, they sre delivered to the USER.
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